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 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 
Similarities and 
differences 

To share and 

understand how they 

have grown and changed 

through drawing 

pictures of themselves 

and family.  NUR 
 

To explore changes 

overtime. NUR 

 

To know some 

similarities and 

differences between 

things in the past and 

now.  REC 
 

Talk about past and 

present events in their 

lives and what has been 

read to them. REC 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Begin to describe 

similarities and 

differences between 

historical artefacts and 

pictures. 

 
 
 
 

Describe similarities 

and differences using a 

range of historical 

sources. 

 

Identify the 

differences between 

the ways of life in a 

castle and a home of 

the present day. 

 

Comparing the way of 

life in England in the 

past and in present time 

for ordinary people. 

 
 
 
 

Chronology To know about the 

concept of growing up. 

 

Talk about being born 

and birthdays. The 

children to talk about 

their own birthdays. 

NUR 

 
Create a celebration 

box so that children can 

talk about their past 

celebrations. 
NUR 
 
Talk about journeys the 

children may have been 

on and see if they can 

sequence the event- 

this includes events in 

stories. NUR 

Begin to recognise and 

use common 

words/phrases related 

to the passing of time, 

when putting 

events/artefacts in 

chronological order. e.g. 

then, now, long ago, 

olden days, past, 

present, years ago 

 
 
Begin to use simple 

timelines to order 

events/objects. 

 
 
 
 

Independently use 

common words/phrases 

related to the passing 

of time, when putting 

events/artefacts in 

chronological order. e.g. 

then, now, long ago, 

olden days, past, 

present, years ago 

 
 
Place events such as 

The Gunpowder Plot and 

the lives and 

achievements of famous 

people such as Grace 

Darling etc on a 

timeline. 
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To sequence events 

including those in 

stories. NUR 

 

To explore changes 

overtime 

 

Use of story to show 

change over time. 

 

Growth of seeds to 

plants that have been 

planted in previous 

terms. NUR 

 

 

To know about their 

own life story and know 

they have changed. REC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Significant 
Individuals 

To know about the 

immediate family and 

their role in their 

family. NUR 
 
Talk about the lives of 

people around them.  
REC 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To name individuals 

from the past who have 

contributed to national 

and international 

achievements. (George 

Stephenson) 

 

Learn about the lives of 

significant individuals 

who have contributed to 

national and 

international 

achievements. (Grace 

Darling) 

 

Learn about famous 

Monarchs and why they 

are famous.  
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Continuity and 
Change 

Talk about being born 

and birthdays. The 

children to talk about 

their own birthdays. 

NUR 

 
To explore changes 

overtime NUR 

 

 

Use of story to show 

change over time. NUR 

 

Growth of seeds to 

plants that have been 

planted in previous 

terms. NUR 

 
To know about their 

own life story and know 

they have changed. REC 

 

 

Talk about the lives of 

people around them.  
REC 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To identify changes 

within living memory e.g. 

transport, toys, London. 

 

Compare own life and 

interests from being a 

baby e.g. toys, recalling 

a significant memory 

from the past. 

 
 
 
 

To identify changes 

within living memory e.g. 

refurbishment of 

Hylton Castle and 

impact on the 

area/Monarchs 

 

Be aware of changes 

within living memory 

which have resulted in 

changes in national life. 

(Grace Darling) 

 

Cause and 
consequence 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Describe in simple 

terms why a significant 

individual/individuals 

acted the way they did 

(George 

Stephenson/Great fire 

of London) 

Recognise why people 

did things and what 

happened as a result, 

Grace Darling, Guy 

Fawkes, Monarchs etc. 

Historical Enquiry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking at children’s 

interest that may be 

historical such as 

dinosaurs. NUR 
 
Talk about past and 

present events in their 

lives and what has been 

read to them. REC 
 

To know about the past 

through settings, 

characters and events. 

REC 

To understand that 

events beyond living 

memory are significant 

and contribute to our 

shared history and the 

history of the country. 

(Great Fire of London) 

 

Begin to ask simple 

questions about their 

learning. 

 
Begin to use simple 

historical vocabulary 

Select information 

from their knowledge 

and learning in history 

and communicate it in a 

variety of ways.  

 

Communicate what they 

have learnt about 

history in a range of 

different ways. 

 
Ask questions about 

significant 

individuals/events and 
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when 

discussing/enquiring 

about 

events/individuals. 

begin to try and answer 

using vocabulary. 

 


